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SHORT HISTORY OF LAKELAND BAPTIST CHURCH
Iron River, iMichigan

FALL OF 1973:

Having a desire to be a part of a New Testament Baptist Church,
a group met in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Terry Kreger to discuss the
forming of such a church. Some came from a Conference Baptist
Church and others from a Bible Church. We asked Rev Albert Stover
of Hiawatha Baptist Missions to attend to give counsel. He offered
some suggestions and guidance to help us get started.

JANUARY 2, 1974:
We met to elect officers snd select a name. We called ourselves
Lakeland Baptist Fellowship.

JANUARY 6, 1974:

We begen with a full schedule of servieces, Sunday School, A.M.
end P.M. cervices and a Wednesday evening Bible study snd Prayer
meeting. Our services were held in the home of Mr. & Mrs. David
Wiseley because it was centrally located for the group. Rev. Albert
Stover of Hiawatha Baptist Missions did our preaching and gave us
guidance.

FEBRUARY 1974:

¥e rented the Seventh Day Adventist Church and begen holding our
services there except for the Mid-Week service, this continues to
be held in the home of Mr. & Mre. David Wiseley.

OCTOBER 1974:
We began Missionary giving with ten per cent of our offerings
going to Missions.

JANUARY 1975:

Discussion of the need for a full time pastor. Scught help from
Eiawatha Baptist Missions and began having candidates as they were
available.

AUGUST 1975:
Voted to extend a call to Pastor Lee Ogsmanson to he our pastor.
He accepted the call and became our pastor.

JULY 1976:
Rev. Lee Osmanson resigned as our pastor.

JULY 1977:

Purchased a four bedroom home located on three acres of land.
This is to be the pastor's residence end possible future location
of our church building.

SEPTEMBER 3, 1977:

A& unanymous call was extended to Pastor Lewis H., Mead of Hiawatha
Baptist Missions to be our pastor. He accepted the call. At this
time we proceeded to purchase another two acres next to our present
property giving us & total of five acres with the homs.



OCTOBER 1977:

Began work on a Church Covenant, Constitution, By-Laws and a
Statement of Faith as we proceed toward becoming a New Testament
Church duly orgenized and constituted.

APRIL 12, 1978:

Completed the drafting of our Church Covenant, Constitution and
By-Laws. Pastor Lewis lead resigned &s pastor of the Fellowship as
it shall dissolve effective April 30, 1978.

APRIL 30, 1978:

Voted the zdoption of the proposed Church Covenant, Constitution
and By-Laws. Declared ourselves tc be a duly constituted and organ-
ized New Testament Baptist Church. Cur first item of business was
the calling of our pastor. Rev. Lewis H, Mead was given a unanymous
call to be our first pastor. Ee accepted the cell. We have sixbeen
adult end two teen age members.

OCTOBER 17, 1978:

A Recognition Council convened at the call of Lakeland Baptist
Church to examine our Articles of Faith, Constitution, etec. After
a very careful examination by twenty five messengers from seventeen
sister Churches, we were recognized as a duly contituted and orgen-
ized New Testament Baptist Church.

June 26, 1579
Accented into the fellowship of the General Association of Reg-
ular Baptist Churches st their annual meeting in Dayton, Ohio.

SEPTEMBER 6, 1981:

Pastor Lewis H. Mead resigned as our pastor feeling that more
agressive leadership was needed than he can provide and stating
that he had not felt too well that past £ix ménths.

Resignation was accepted with regret and an invitatlion for
pastor Mead to be our interim pastor until such time as we are able
to obtain a pastor and he is able to move onto the field.

Pastor llead accepted our invitetion.
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